5. That the sick poor shall at once be removed to a hospital.
"6. That newly built houses cannot be inhabited before one year from their completion, and six months after plastering has been finished and repairing has been done. " 7. That superintendents of hospitals must keep in separate places clothing and bedding for the use of consumptives.
Other severe penalties are threatened to those who buy or sell objects which had been used by consumptives, to servants, members of the family, and to any transgressor whomsoever."
The kingdom of Naples, as it was then constituted, comprised all of the territory of the present kingdom of Italy, which constitutes the provinces of Abrozzo, Campania, Apulia! Basilicata and Calabria*-an area of about 11,291 square miles.
Its population at that time was about 4,500,000,f and the population of the same territory at present is about 8,038,1864 Politically it formed one government with Sicily, and through its rulers was closely associated with Spain, continuing so until iB6O, when all Italy was united under one government. § The probabilities are, therefore, that the laws for the prevention of tuberculosis extended to the kingdom of Sicily as well as to that of Naples ; and it is not at all unlikely that Spanish sentiment and Spanish influence had something to do with their enactment.
How strictly the law was enforced it is now difificult to learn, but the probabilities are that it was well received and scrupulously carried out by the people ; for they were thoroughly convinced of the contagiousness of tuberculosis and recognized the necessity of some practical measures for its prevention, even before the law was enacted. De Renzi says that many hardships resulted from its enforcement, because of the interference with the renting of property, inasmuch as the people would not go into a house which was known to have been infected. |[ I find no reference anywhere to imposition of penalties, and I am inclined to believe that the law was more strictly
The Prevention of Tuberculosis . 3 enforced by the demands of the people than by the execution of the authorities. Efforts were soon made to have the law repealed, but it seems to have been allowed to remain on the statute books until the termination of the government, in iB6O. The medical profession was at first almost unanimous in its adherence to the theory of contagion and in its support of the law, but as time rolled on it became nearly as unanimous in its disbelief in contagion, and its opposition to practical measures for the prevention of the disease.* The masses, however, clung tenaciously,f and to this day cling to the belief that the disease is contagious, and have never given up entirely the preventive practices which they acquired during the operation of the law.:j;
Whether any laws for the prevention of tuberculosis were ever enacted in any other part of Italy I have been unable to ascertain. About the time that the laws of the kingdom of Naples were being enacted quite a spirited controversy was carried on between some of the most learned medical men of the kingdom of Naples and some of the Solons in medicine of the northern part of Italy, in which the latter opposed the theory of the contagiousness of tuberculosis and the enactment of laws for its prevention, and the former defended them. § But whether any such laws were passed or not, the people of the northern part of Italy largely held the same ideas about the contagiousness of tuberculosis as their southern neighbors, and undoubtedly instituted preventive measures against the disease, which they continue to practise to this day.
The preventive measures inaugurated under the laws of the kingdom of Naples were based entirely upon empiricism, and for that reason were crude, harsh, and inefficient.
It was known that tuberculosis was contagious, but it was not known wherein lay the medium of contagion. It was believed that the breath and the odor given off from the body of the consumptive were infectious, and that consequently it was not only dangerous to be near those affected with the disease, but * Storia della Medicina in Italia, Salvatore De Renzi, vol. v.,  f Briefe über Italien, 1793> hei Wilhelm Xaverius Jansen, pp. 250-51. X Histoire de la Contagion de la Phthisic Pulmonaire, par M. E. Boisseau, P-376. § Stona della Medic., etc., vol. v., pp. 5, [11] [12] [13] [14] that anything which had been near them was infectious. The fact that the contagion is confined to the sputa and tubercuar pus was not During the same year the mortality from consumption and general tuberculosis for the towns and cities of the territory which formerly constituted the kingdom of Naples was 1.16 per 1000 living people ; and for the rest of Italy, for the same diseases and for like towns and cities, 2.20 per 10004
The mortality rate for the city of Naples during the same year from consumption and general tuberculosis was 1.92 per 1000. * Topografia di Napoli, pp. 131-32. t Briefe von Dr. Diruf, Deutsche Klinik, Berlin, vol. xiii., 1861.
% The compiler of the mortality statistics of Italy tries to explain the discrepancy in the mortality returns from phthisis between the north and south of Italy upon the ground of substitution of nomenclature, as the deaths from bronchitis in the south of Italy are more numerous than in the north. This is not satisfactory, however, as the excess of deaths from bronchitis in the south over those in the north occurs in persons under 10 and over 50 years of age.
The mortality rate during the same year for other tubercular diseases, such as tubercular meningitis, scrofula, tabes mesenterica, and tubercular arthritis was, for the territory which forrnejly constituted the kingdom of Naples, .89 per 1000 living people ; and for the rest of Italy .85 per 1000. The mortality rate from the same diseases for the city of Naples during the same year was 1.26 per 1000.* It will thus be seen from the figures given that there has been a very large reduction in the mortality from tuberculosis in the entire kingdom of Italy, and that the reduction has been particularly marked in the territory which formerly constituted the kingdom of Naples. Italy has at present the lowest mortality rate from consumption of any country in Europef with possibly the exception of Spain ; and that part of it which formerly constituted the kingdom of Naples is, in the country districts and small towns, practically free from the disease. It is certainly humane to give the poor man who falls a victo this disease a home in a hospital where he can receive all the aid of medical science for his recovery, and where he can feel that he is neither snatching from his dear ones the morsel of bread which is necessary for their sustenance, nor infecting them with the same horrible disease from the grasp of which he is trying to extricate himself. It is certainly humane to extend to the poor protection from a disease against which they have neither the knowledge nor means to protect themselves. Preventive measures against tuberculosis imply nothing more, and I trust this convention will not adjourn without taking some steps looking to concerted effort in this direction.
